


WELCOME to Epiphany  

 

The Second Vatican Council called the Eucharist “the source and summit” of our 

faith in its document on the Liturgy. The Eucharist is what defines who we are – and what we are trying to 

become – the Body of Christ.  

 

A few years ago, on an interview with a bishop from a large American diocese, the bishop was asked: “As the 

leader of a large diocese today, what do you consider as your single most important task?” The bishop, surely a 

sincere man, answered: “To protect the faith.” Contrast his answer to one from Cardinal Hume when he was 

faced with essentially the same question. Asked by a journalist in Belgium what he considered to be the most 

important task facing the church, he replied: “To try to help save the planet.” These are very different answers. 

Which runs closer to Jesus? In defining His meaning and ministry, Jesus said: “My flesh is food – for the life of the 

world.” We can easily miss what’s really contained in that. Notice what He’s not saying: Jesus isn’t saying that His 

flesh is food for the life of the church or for the life of Christians; albeit we, believers, get fed too and, indeed, 

generally get fed first, but the ultimate reason why Jesus came was not simply to feed us. 

 

His body is food for the life of the world and the world is 

larger than the church.  

 

Jesus came into the world to be eaten up by the world. This understanding is beautifully symbolized in our gospel 

story of the feeding of the 5000. For this reason, the Christ was born in a manger, a feeding-trough, a place 

where animals come to eat, and it’s for this reason that He eventually ends up on a table, an altar, to be eaten by 

human beings (even when done without due reverence or attention). Christ came not to defend Himself, the 

church, or the faith, but as nourishment for the planet. 



         About God’s Word 

        THROUGH THE WEEK AT EPIPHANY 



�

Readings: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  

(For Isabel on her Confirmation Day) 

 

May the faith you confirm today 

Be your key 

To open the doors to.... 

HOPE, when all seems lost, 

JOY, when despair consumes you, 

LOVE, when hatred afflicts you, and 

PEACE, when turmoil surrounds you. 

 

Guard it well 

And keep it close, 

This precious key, 

For when it is lost 

All is lost. 

But when it is found, 

It will set you free 

And always guide you 

HOME.  



�

 �
DROP by Mondays 

7pm in NARTHEX 

A program for 8th Graders 

�

THURS Dec 16th 6:30pm  PARISH HALL 
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LIQUOR CO.
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 Phone: (212) 889-3361
 Fax: (212) 545-9464
peter o’connell | john ronaghan

www.mollysshebeen.com

Connors & Sullivan
Attorneys At Law

Wills • Estates • Trusts
Medicaid • Elder Law

“Don’t Lose Everything 
To A Nursing Home”

Home & Hospital  
Interviews Available

Saturdays on 
AM 570 Radio 8-9am,

AM 970 6-7pm & Sundays  
on AM 970 11am-12pm
“Ask Lawyer Mike”

110 E 59th St., Brooklyn, NY
718-238-6500

293 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10010

Phone: (646) 649-2389
Fax: (646) 649-2427

Email: info@thebluebellcafenyc.com

Manager: Sheila McDonagh
www.thebluebellcafenyc.com

Established in 2004

Drop off  programs for
Twos, Threes and Pre-K &
classes from five months

to five years.

128 East 36th St., NYC, 10016

212-779-3434
www.weeonesclub.com

The Gannon Funeral Home Inc.   
 (212) 532-6579    

152 East 28th Street, New 
York, New York 10016

“Serving Epiphany Parish Members 
www.gannonfuneralhome.com

Wm. P. Gannon, Owner
Since 1924”
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and Support Our Parish!
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Michael Reese
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(800) 477-4574 x6724

Evelyn E. Baran, DDS
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IMPLANTS

(212) 641-0633
www.evelynbarandds.com

247 Third Ave., Ste. 202, New York, NY


