


WELCOME to Epiphany  

They’re the three men in glittering velvet robes and 

fake beards in the living nativity at church. Sometimes 

they tow a live camel. Bearing gifts, they traversed 

afar, following yonder star through the back of the 

sanctuary in the grand crescendo of our beloved annual 

Christmas pageant. I’m speaking, of course, of the 

Magi. Or is it wise men? Wait, kings?  

 

Christians have been trying to nail down their identity 

for millennia. As early as A.D. 200, Tertullian was 

laying out arguments that the Magi, while astrologers 

by trade, were considered kings. To the contrary, John 

Calvin felt strongly about anyone who would label 

them “three kings”: “Beyond all doubt, they have been 

stupefied by a righteous judgment of God, that all 

might laugh at [their] gross ignorance.” Adding a 

further wrinkle, first-century naturalist Pliny the Elder 

wrote several chapters about the Magi wherein they 

sound more like something from a Harry Potter novel. 

He details their skill in magic arts—including pouring 

boiled earthworms in the ear to cure a toothache!  

 

Call them Magi. Call them wise men. You can even call 

them kings if you’d like! When it comes to Matthew’s 

Christmas narrative, the more the merrier. Each label 

shines a light on a different facet of the story. 

Whatever you choose to call them this holiday season, 

these men are the first in the canonical New Testament 

to bow and worship the Lord Jesus. This Christmas we 

would do well to follow their example.  

 

Magi, Wise Men, or 

Kings? It’s Complicated. 



         About God’s Word 

        THROUGH THE WEEK AT EPIPHANY 



�

Readings: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  

(For Isabel on her Confirmation Day) 

 

May the faith you confirm today 

Be your key 

To open the doors to.... 

HOPE, when all seems lost, 

JOY, when despair consumes you, 

LOVE, when hatred afflicts you, and 

PEACE, when turmoil surrounds you. 

 

Guard it well 

And keep it close, 

This precious key, 

For when it is lost 

All is lost. 

But when it is found, 

It will set you free 

And always guide you 

HOME.  
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DROP by Mondays 

7pm in NARTHEX 

A program for 8th Graders 

�

THURS Dec 16th 6:30pm  PARISH HALL 
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new york, ny 10010

	 Phone:	 (212) 889-3361
	 Fax:	 (212) 545-9464
peter o’connell | john ronaghan

www.mollysshebeen.com

Connors & Sullivan
Attorneys At Law

Wills • Estates • Trusts
Medicaid • Elder Law

“Don’t Lose Everything 
To A Nursing Home”

Home & Hospital  
Interviews Available

Saturdays on 
AM 570 Radio 8-9am,

AM 970 6-7pm & Sundays  
on AM 970 11am-12pm
“Ask Lawyer Mike”

110 E 59th St., Brooklyn, NY
718-238-6500

Established in 2004

Drop off  programs for
Twos, Threes and Pre-K &
classes from five months

to five years.

128 East 36th St., NYC, 10016

212-779-3434
www.weeonesclub.com

The Gannon Funeral Home Inc.   
 (212) 532-6579    

152 East 28th Street, New 
York, New York 10016

“Serving Epiphany Parish Members 
www.gannonfuneralhome.com

Wm. P. Gannon, Owner
Since 1924”

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Raluca Tutulescu

rtutulescu@4LPi.com  
or (800) 477-4574 x6222

Evelyn E. Baran, DDS
GENERAL • COSMETIC

IMPLANTS

(212) 641-0633
www.evelynbarandds.com

247 Third Ave., Ste. 202, New York, NY

679-1224-5   683-3276

FREE DELIVERY
BUY-RITE DISCOUNT

INDIVIDUALLY OWNED

THOMAS J. McADAM
LIQUOR CO.

BOB FINK
NY STATE RETAIL SHOP

LIC.802

398 Third Avenue
(Between 28th & 29th Streets)


