


WELCOME to Epiphany 

“Nice homily, Father.  Next 

time a little shorter!” 

             Reflections on how to give a good homily 
                                                                     Fr James Mallon, Author of Divine Renovation 

As we approach the task of preaching, we must keep in mind that the Word of God is a banquet and not 

fast food. “Long” and “short” are relative terms and need to be discerned in light of our own church 

cultures and practices.  I preach on Sundays for fifteen to 20 minutes, and I make no apology for this. The 

ministry of preaching is key, and we should take it seriously. It’s  the biggest bang for our buck in ministry 

and we need to do it well. I do not believe that the people in our pews who are truly hungry for God’s 

Word can get enough nourishment or the week ahead of them if they are only being served up 

fiveminute homiletic hors d’;oeuvres. A commitment o more robust and intentional preaching will be 

favorably received by those who are hungry, but there will be pushback from those who have no hunger. 

In all of our churches, a portion of the congregation would rejoice if we announced that we were 

committing to five-minute Sunday homilies. 

When we preach, we need to be intentional about speaking to the entire person - mind, 

heart, conscience and will. Our preaching should be intelligent and informative, but not 

come across as an academic lecture. Preachers will always have to resist the temptation to 

show how smart they are or to demonstrate all the big words they learned while studying 

theology.  To speak to the heart means seeking to move people emotionally. We have 

hungry, restless hearts, and they cry out to be given the rest that only God can give. It is 

Good News we preach, so the one emotion that should be experienced through our 

preaching is joy!  If we are truly to speak to the whole person, we cannot stop at the mind 

and the heart, but must seek to cut into the heart as well, so that it leads to action. In this, 

the preacher also speaks to the will, as fruitful preaching will lead people to make a decision, 

a choice.�

MIND, HEART and WILL 

 

 

  Is he loving? 

in formative 

but it will not be transformative.  Theolgian Karl 

Barth once said that preachers should prepare their 

homilies with the  Bible in one hand and the 

newspaper in the other.  Priests must be aware of the 

issue their people bring with them to Mass. 

Many would say that we now exist in a post-aural 

culture. We are audio-visual learners. It's just the way 

it is. It is unthinkable that a lecturer would present 

anywhere these days and not have something on a 

screen. No executive would make a presentation to 

her board without the requisite Power Point or 

Keynote presentation. Young people are constantly 

stimulated by visuals through their hours in front of a 

television, computer or smartphone screen. Why 

then would we not seek to do the same thing when 

communicating the greatest story and the best 

news of all? 

IS HE REAL? LOVING? 

SCREENS?  IN A CHURCH? 



         About God’s Word 

        THROUGH THE WEEK AT EPIPHANY 



�

Readings: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  





�

 �
DROP by Mondays 

7pm in NARTHEX 

A program for 8th Graders 

THURS Dec 16th 6:30pm  PARISH HALL 
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Our good reputation in the community comes from one thing only - Service
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212-475-2024 • andrettfuneralhome.com
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Inquire about our free parking and complimentary car service for visitors
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