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WELCOME to Epiphany 

RECOMMENDED READING FOR LENT�
C.S. Lewis, known for his many fruitful allegories about Christianity and the spiritual life, originally titled the book Who goes 

home? when it was published in an Anglican newspaper in 1944. The final title is a reference to William Blake’s poem The 

Marriage of Heaven and Hell. In the preface, Lewis explains: “Blake wrote of the Marriage of Heaven and Hell….in some sense or 

other the attempt to make that marriage is perennial. The attempt is based on the belief that reality never presents us with an 

absolutely unavoidable ‘either-or;’ that…some way of embracing both alternatives can always be found…” (Lewis, vii).  

 

Lewis places himself and the moral of The Great Divorce in opposition to this lie that we don’t need to choose between Heaven 

and Hell but have what we like from both.   

 

To illustrate this, Lewis creates a fictional version of the afterlife. Through the eyes of the unnamed narrator, Lewis shows the 

reader characters and patterns of life we might recognize (either in others or ourselves). The story begins in the “grey town,” a 

joyless city whose inhabitants live out their day-to-day lives just as they did on earth. This “grey town” is a representation of 

Hell. In a Catholic understanding, this place also represents a type of Purgatory, for there is a way out. The narrator finds a bus 

that flies through the sky to take the “ghosts” from the grey city to the foothills of Heaven. There, the ghosts have the chance 

to meet with spirits from Heaven and choose to stay in that new country.  

 

The narrator wanders around this beautiful place and witnesses the meetings of several ghosts. One interaction is between a 

ghost who struggles with lust and the angel of God sent to meet him. The ghost wants to enter Heaven, but the lizard on his 

shoulder (representing his sin) whispers lies in his ear. The angel asks repeatedly, “May I kill it?” This question is an elegant 

example of how God is willing to work in our lives, but he will never force his goodness upon us. The soul must choose to offer 

everything to God. Finally this ghost agrees, and the angel crushes the lizard. In a dramatic transformation, the ghost becomes 

a solid spirit and the lizard becomes a white stallion. On this stallion, the soul is able to ride off towards the hills, deeper into 

Heaven and closer to God .   

 

This theological fantasy is packed with even more images and symbols, and yet it is Lewis’ shortest book. At only 118 pages, this 

little book is a quick read. To have it as a starting point of reflection, reading two to three chapters a week would be a good 

pace. The characters and symbolism are so layered in their implications that taking a chapter and rereading it would also be a 

fruitful practice. Ask yourself where you see likenesses of your own story. Use Lewis’ story as a mirror for yourself this Lent, and 

see where God is calling you to come deeper into his country. 
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Readings: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  
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DROP by Mondays 

7pm in NARTHEX 

A program for 8th Graders 
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THURS Dec 16th 6:30pm  PARISH HALL 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Church of the Epiphany, NYC 04-0693

679-1224-5   683-3276

FREE DELIVERY
BUY-RITE DISCOUNT

INDIVIDUALLY OWNED

THOMAS J. McADAM
LIQUOR CO.

BOB FINK
NY STATE RETAIL SHOP

LIC.802

398 Third Avenue
(Between 28th & 29th Streets)

Funeral Home
ndrett

NO STEPS, ONE LEVEL ACCESSIBLE FACILITY

Our good reputation in the community comes from one thing only - Service
... at our nearby facility at 199 Bleecker Street. 

Pre-arrangements are fully secured and honored. 

212-475-2024 • andrettfuneralhome.com
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