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Readings: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  



WELCOME to Epiphany 

In John’s gospel some adversaries came and 

said, “Are we not right in saying that you are a 

Samaritan and have a demon?” Jesus an-

swered with deliberate evasiveness:�  “I don’t 

have a demon.”�  Jesus would not let the 

charge of demon�possession stand.� His power 

came from God, not Satan.� But he did not an-

swer the Samaritan question.�  He let it linger 

in the air.�  It’s an interesting accusation:�  Je-

sus the Samaritan, the outsider, despised and 

rejected, mixed race, heterodox, other.�

Jesus told surprising parables with Samaritans 

as heroes.�  He brought the kingdom of God to 

a Samaritan woman, an outsider herself, then 

enlisted her in his mission.�  He healed a Sa-

maritan leper, who was the only one of the ten 

(the other nine, Jews) who came back to thank 

him and praise God. �Then, by God, Jesus must 

be a closet Samaritan!�

Jesus was willing to be an outsider so that we 

might recognize there is no outsider to 

God.�  Jesus says:�  I am a Cuban, an Indian, a 

South African, a Jew; I am a Sunni, a Buddhist, 

Sufi, Sikh.� I am black, gay, womanish and La-

tino/Latina. I am�human, created in the image 

of God, come as a stranger so there will be no 

more strangers in the household of God and 

God’s earth.�
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But beneath the fear that they spoke about to Pilate lay another fear that they had not spoken 

about to anyone probably, not even to each other. This was the fear which I doubt very much if 

any one of them had had the courage to face more than fleetingly even within the secrecy of his 

own heart-the fear that the man whom they had crucified would really come alive again as he 

had promised, that the body that now lay dead in its tomb, disfigured by the mutilations of the 

cross, that this body or some new and terrible version of it would start to breathe again, stand 

up in its grave clothes and move toward them with unspeakable power. To the extent that deep 

within themselves the Jewish elders feared this as a real possibility, their being told by Pilate to 

make things as secure as they could was to have the very earth pulled out from under them. 

How does an old man keep the sun from rising? How do soldiers secure the world against 

miracles?  

 

Yet maybe it is not as hard as they feared. I suspect that many of us could have greatly 

reassured them. I suspect that many of us could tell that all in all there is a lot one can do in 

defense against miracle. 

 

So what do I believe actually happened that morning on the third day after he died?  

 

I can tell you this: that what I believe happened and what in faith and with great joy I proclaim, 

is that he somehow got up, with life in him again, and the glory upon him. And I speak very 

plainly here, verygot up. He said, "Don't be afraid." Rich man, poor man, child; sick man, dying; 

man who cannot believe, scared sick man, lost one. Young man with your life ahead of you. 

"Don't be afraid."  

 

He said, "Feed my sheep," which is why, like the chief priests and the Pharisees, we try to make 

that tomb as secure as we can. Because this is what he always says: "Feed my sheep ... my 

lambs." And this is what we would make ourselves secure from, knowing the terrible needs of 

the lambs and our abundance, knowing our own terrible needs. 

 

He said “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The proclamation of Easter Day is that all is well. In the end, his will, not ours, is done. Love is 

the victor. Death is not the end. The end is life. His life and our lives through him, in him. 

Existence has greater depths of beauty, mystery, and benediction than the wildest visionary has 

ever dared dream. Christ our Lord has risen. 

                                                                                                                                            ~Frederick Buechner 



	 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 Church of the Epiphany, NYC	 04-0693

679-1224-5   683-3276

FREE DELIVERY
BUY-RITE DISCOUNT

INDIVIDUALLY OWNED

THOMAS J. McADAM
LIQUOR CO.

BOB FINK
NY STATE RETAIL SHOP

LIC.802

398 Third Avenue
(Between 28th & 29th Streets)

Funeral Home
ndrett

NO STEPS, ONE LEVEL ACCESSIBLE FACILITY

Our good reputation in the community comes from one thing only - Service
... at our nearby facility at 199 Bleecker Street. 

Pre-arrangements are fully secured and honored. 

212-475-2024 • andrettfuneralhome.com

Inquire about our free parking and complimentary car service for visitors

Inquire about our free parking and complimentary car service for visitors



	 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 Church of the Epiphany, NYC	 04-0693

287 third avenue
new york, ny 10010

	 Phone:	 (212) 889-3361
	 Fax:	 (212) 545-9464
peter o’connell | john ronaghan

www.mollysshebeen.com

Connors & Sullivan
Attorneys At Law

Wills • Estates • Trusts
Medicaid • Elder Law

“Don’t Lose Everything 
To A Nursing Home”

Home & Hospital  
Interviews Available

Saturdays on 
AM 570 Radio 8-9am,

AM 970 6-7pm & Sundays  
on AM 970 11am-12pm
“Ask Lawyer Mike”

110 E 59th St., Brooklyn, NY
718-238-6500

293 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10010

Phone: (646) 649-2389
Fax: (646) 649-2427

Email: info@thebluebellcafenyc.com

Manager: Sheila McDonagh
www.thebluebellcafenyc.com

Established in 2004

Drop off  programs for
Twos, Threes and Pre-K &
classes from five months

to five years.

128 East 36th St., NYC, 10016

212-779-3434
www.weeonesclub.com

The Gannon Funeral Home Inc.   
 (212) 532-6579    

152 East 28th Street, New 
York, New York 10016

“Serving Epiphany Parish Members 
www.gannonfuneralhome.com

Wm. P. Gannon, Owner
Since 1924”

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Al Wickenheiser

awickenheiser@4LPi.com  
or (800) 477-4574 x6409


