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Readings: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  



WELCOME to Epiphany 

Jesus’ cousin didn't fool around. John lived in the wilderness around 

the Dead Sea. He subsisted on a starva�on diet, and so did his 

disciples. He wore clothes that even the rummage�sale people 

wouldn't have handled. When he preached, it was fire and brimstone 

every �me. If he bap�zed you, there was the poten�al to drown.�

�

The Kingdom was coming all right, he said, but if you thought it was 

going to be a pink tea, you'd be'er think again. If you didn't shape up, 

God would give you the ax like an elm with the blight or toss you into 

the incinerator like chaff. He said being a Jew wouldn't get you any 

more points than being a Ho'entot, and one of his favorite ways of 

addressing his congrega�on was as a snake pit. Your only hope, he 

said, was to clean up your life as if your life depended on it, which it 

did, and get bap�zed in a hurry as a sign that you had,�

�

Some people thought he was Elijah come back fromthe grave, and 

some others thought he was the Messiah, but John would have none 

of either. "I'm the one yelling himself blue in the face in the 

wilderness," he said, quo�ng Isaiah. "I'm the one trying to knock some 

sense into your heads" (Ma'hew 3:3).�
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But beneath the fear that they spoke about to Pilate lay another fear that they had not spoken 

about to anyone probably, not even to each other. This was the fear which I doubt very much if 

any one of them had had the courage to face more than fleetingly even within the secrecy of his 

own heart-the fear that the man whom they had crucified would really come alive again as he 

had promised, that the body that now lay dead in its tomb, disfigured by the mutilations of the 

cross, that this body or some new and terrible version of it would start to breathe again, stand 

up in its grave clothes and move toward them with unspeakable power. To the extent that deep 

within themselves the Jewish elders feared this as a real possibility, their being told by Pilate to 

make things as secure as they could was to have the very earth pulled out from under them. 

How does an old man keep the sun from rising? How do soldiers secure the world against 

miracles?  

 

Yet maybe it is not as hard as they feared. I suspect that many of us could have greatly 

reassured them. I suspect that many of us could tell that all in all there is a lot one can do in 

defense against miracle. 

 

So what do I believe actually happened that morning on the third day after he died?  

 

I can tell you this: that what I believe happened and what in faith and with great joy I proclaim, 

is that he somehow got up, with life in him again, and the glory upon him. And I speak very 

plainly here, verygot up. He said, "Don't be afraid." Rich man, poor man, child; sick man, dying; 

man who cannot believe, scared sick man, lost one. Young man with your life ahead of you. 

"Don't be afraid."  

 

He said, "Feed my sheep," which is why, like the chief priests and the Pharisees, we try to make 

that tomb as secure as we can. Because this is what he always says: "Feed my sheep ... my 

lambs." And this is what we would make ourselves secure from, knowing the terrible needs of 

the lambs and our abundance, knowing our own terrible needs. 

 

He said “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The proclamation of Easter Day is that all is well. In the end, his will, not ours, is done. Love is 

the victor. Death is not the end. The end is life. His life and our lives through him, in him. 

Existence has greater depths of beauty, mystery, and benediction than the wildest visionary has 

ever dared dream. Christ our Lord has risen. 

                                                                                                                                            ~Frederick Buechner 
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